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= Essex County Council Opening Doors to Opportunity

Special Educational Needs
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This month’s newsletter is all about opening doors to opportunity — from
Supported Internships and travel training to inspiring events like United in
Diversity, which brings young people together to explore creativity, careers
and new experiences. We’'re also championing the importance of young people
having their voices heard, ensuring their experiences shape the support and
opportunities around them. Across every story, the focus is on helping young
people build confidence, gain independence and take their next steps into
adulthood.

Launch of the Preparing for
Adulthood: Parents and Carers
Guide to Post-16 Opportunities
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Supported Internship Celebration
Event at Basildon Towngate Theatre

One of the highlights was hearing directly from the interns themselves.
Several young people spoke about their placements, the skills they’ve
developed and how their confidence has grown. For some, the experience
has already led to paid employment — a milestone they were clearly
proud to share. Their reflections offered an honest and encouraging
insight into the difference Supported Internships can make.

-
Celebrating Success: Tyler’s Supported
Internship Journey!

Tyler’s hard work has truly paid off - not only has he developed impressive skills in
business support and IT, he has also grown in confidence - so much so that he has
successfully secured a L3 Business Admin Apprenticeship with Essex County Council!
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Greater Anglia Supported Internship:
New Opportunities!!

Supported Internship Programme E

South Essex train stations.
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Taking Flight: Vinny’s Supported Internship
at Southend Airport

o] USP College ( Follow
e

LOTNICUE M lgd i & H

Jet R )

- -



https://www.uspcollege.ac.uk/courses-careers/our-courses/foundation-learning/supported-internship/
https://www.uspcollege.ac.uk/courses-careers/our-courses/foundation-learning/supported-internship/
mailto:julie.clark@uspcollege.ac.uk
mailto:supportedinternship@southessex.ac.uk

Braxted Park, 10 June 2026 (10.00am - 2.30pm) (" )

Returning Employers!!
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New to 2026! We are delighted to welcome the following organisations this year:
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Exciting News: All Things Alpaca to join us
at United in Diversity!

also provide education packages designed to support
learners from EYFS through to KS4, including those with SEND
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*@"Q Author Announcement:
Inbali Iserles & Anurag Aggarwal to join us for 2026!

This year’s event offers young people the chance to learn directly from two remarkable
storytellers - one through books, one through food - both showing that creativity can
shape exciting, meaningful careers!
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Preparing for Adulthood opportunities

a\\ﬁ/a'.‘.':-\@,/ \"/—1"“‘;\@//@’ Summer Reading " &

SENDFest at Colchester Zoo challenge volunteers * ~ ¥
needed! -

The Independence Project is bringing back

SENDFest - an event that gives young Essex Libraries are inviting young people

people with SEND a relaxed, accessible aged 14 and over to volunteer for the

space to explore animal encounters, Summer Reading Challenge 2026 to

encourage children to enjoy reading over
the summer holidays. Volunteers will
support library staff by chatting with
g Colchester Zoo, Stanway chiIQren a.bout thg l?ooks they’ve. read,

helping with activities, and handing out
rewards as young readers progress
through the challenge.

outdoor areas and sensory-friendly
activities across over 60 acres of parkland.

Saturday 30 May, 6-9pm

Volunteering is a great way to gain

supports key Preparing for Adulthood confidence, build customer service and
outcomes build teamwork skills, and make a positive

- - difference in your local community.
confidence and independence 4 y

njoy meaningful community
participation

Tickets start from £10 + booking fee, and
families can book online at:

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/send-fest-

at-colchester-zoo-essex-2026-tickets-
1981700283895

Q0 (1)
IS =8 =8 2= 9 =8

D Essex Local Offer Roadshows: new dates for 2026!

Essex Local Offer Roadshows bring together education, health, and social care
practitioners under one roof to help parents and carers of children with SEND access
advice, support, and local resources (no diagnosis required). All run from 9.30am to
12.30pm across various locations in Essex as below:

1 July 2026 - West Essex (Foakes Hall Dunmow) 17 June 2026 - Mid Essex (Silver End Village Hall)
15 June 2026 - South Essex (Mill Arts, Rayleigh) 22 June 2026 - NE Essex (Venture Centre, Manningtree)

If there is information you would like included in future newsletters please email us at:

targetedemployment@essex.gov.uk
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Preparing for Adulthood opportunities

Library Enterprise Project: ?4_.4@

Empowering Futures Together LIBRARY
ENTERPRISE
Library Enterprise Project PROJECT

build confidence, develop
employability skills, and explore pathways into work and enterprise.

local businesses, employers, and partners across Essex to play a part in
this inspiring initiative.

Simply scan the QR code to join The Bridge — QJ' D o
our online platform connecting businesses with Q <«
inclusive opportunities and emerging talent. The M

‘Where Business ond Education maet

Together, we can strengthen communities,
champion inclusion, and help young people thrive.
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Supporting Independence for

young people with SEND

Demand Responsive Transport (DDRT) DigiGo

travel training

DDRT and travel training create valuable real-world opportunities for young people with

SEND to practise safe, supported, and progressively independent travel across Essex.
. J
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Careers and Employability updates
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Podcast: Let’s Make It Work Spotlight on Youth Employment UK

Free Career Resources for young
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Careers and Employability updates

We Rise — Supporting young people to shape their future
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Preparing for Adulthood and \\ 1y

N »
employment: Recognising strengths ‘%E‘

By focusing on strengths, interests, and personal
qualities we can support positive conversations, early
planning, and meaningful pathways into employment and adulthood
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	We are delighted to announce our new guide is now available to help families understand the full range of options available to young people after age 16. The guide brings together clear, accessible information on post‑16 education and training routes, employment pathways, Supported Internships, apprenticeships, travel training and wider Preparing for Adulthood support. It also includes practical tips, timelines and questions to support informed decision‑making.
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